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Provinces and the Punjab, and compelled the Bengal leaders to the conclusion that
unless their activities could be given a wider foundation they could never become
more than a temporary nuisance to the Government and a menace to the police
officers concerned in suppression. The weak spot in the movement was that it appealed
not to the masses but to the relatively few hot-headed youths who having educated
themselves, found that they had no likelihood of employment. Further mass
organisation was restricted by Hindu-Muslim tension and by caste and communal
dissensions. hoav small is what may be called the conscious political movement
is shown by the numbers in the National Congress. After a ysar of intensive
recruiting in Bengal 50,000 people have been secured as the total membership out
of 46,000,000 people, although the qualification for membership is the payment of
no more than four annas subscription.
The new developments are two, which are in reality one. Bengal Congress
leaders have recognized that, if they are to make any effective and paralysing
movement, they must obtain control of the masses, of illiterate and ill-organised
labourers who work in the jute mills, in the docks, and by the riverside, and who
serve most of the agencies of transport. They have recognized at the same time
that the diligent spread of the doctrines of Communism is the most effective
counter to communal dissensions and Hindu-Muslim hostility.
Hence the zeal with which men like Mr. Subhas Chandra Bose and Pandit
Jawaharlal Nehru have thrown themselves into the leadership of strikes wherever
these have broken out. Pandit Jawaharlal Nehru, who has just been elected
chairman of the Indian National Congress for this year's gathering—Mr. Gandhi
refusing the leadership—is also president since last year of the Indian Trade Union
Federation. He has been active in various labour troubles, most recently in the
strike at the Golmuri tmplate works. In 1928 he was chosen president of the
All-Bengal Students' Conference, and in his address advocated not a pure
Communism but Socialism and Internationalism. From that meeting was born
the Independence League for Bengal, started by Mr. Subhas Chandra Bose with
the assistance of a number of ex-detenus.
The new body issued a manifesto dwelling of the principles of Bolshevism. The
position that it was sought to create was plainly expressed in the columns of
"Liberty"—the Swaraj organ which has arisen on the ashes of 'Forward' and is
controlled by the Bose brothers. On September 1 of this year it wrote :—
'Organised, disciplined Labour is being harnessed to the coachr of nationalism.
More and more is Labour being identified with the national movement. More and
more is the truth recognised by the mass that self-government is their salvation,
***** jn any nationai campaign of non-violent non-co-operation Labour
will pull its full weight on the people's side. "Paralyse business" will be the
winning slogan.'
Mr. Subhas Chandra Bose in an address at Lillooah said :—The Labour
movement is very closely connected with the Swaraj movement, and what is needed
at the present movement is a co-ordination between the two in order to force the
hands of an unsympathetic Government". This statement shows that neither
Pandit Nehru nor Mr. Bose have any close knowledge of Labour ; they are well-to-do
men fishing in the troubled waters of labour disputes. Yet it would be foolish to
deny their influence. They have modes of appeal to the people through their
own language, through the identity in their mode of thought, that are closed to the
Englishman*
file_0.wmf

file_1.wmf


Hie condition of strike-fomented agitation, extending from the mills to the
workers in the oil-depots at Budge-Budge, and to the tin-plate workers at Golmuri,
is precisely what these political leaders desire. In the illiterate labourers, inclined
to turbulence and readily moved by mass suggestion, they have precisely the
weapon which they want for making the task of Government as difficult as possible.
X&ey have at command a type of man with far more physical courage than the
average Bengali. If they can harness the million or so of operatives round Calcutta
frv **** political^ movement then they can make a really impressive demonstration in
"y by bringing about something approaching a general strike. The talk
dl "Bern-violent non-cooperation,'' but the men who use the words with
tongaes in their cheeks know well that "non-violence" is not in the dictionary
nasaa whom they are endeavouring to Sway.
me -moment   the   workers are lield lightly in leash by the agitators.   Work
*' oii, but assurances are quietly given that with the New Year a great   effort
mn&to  in, ^nf™-**   terms   for   the   labourers/   The   leaders   know   well

